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COVTR Newsletter - Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register      March 2017 

An official chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register Established in 1982       “Enjoy the Ride” 

T    R    A    I    L   S 

Upcoming COVTR Events 

Feb. 23-26—Leake Auction OKC—Volunteer with Dave Hogan 

March 4—Eischen’s Chicken Run—Dave and Mary Jo Hogan 

March 7—Monthly Membership Meeting at Madison’s Res-

taurant, Del City, OK 

March 18—Woolaroc Museum, Bartlesville, OK, and Pioneer 

Woman Store, Pawhuska, hosted by Katie Plotkin 

Drive Your Triumph Day.  Thanks to Michael Hathaway for organizing a “Drive Your Triumph Day” event on 

February 11 to join in the national event.  A fine group of seven Triumphs from COVTR turned out for a nice drive that end-

ed up at the OKC Ferris wheel at Riverfront Park on the Oklahoma River in downtown Oklahoma City.   
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2017 COVTR OFFICERS 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

Newsletter Editor:  mspeegle@sbcglobal.net.  Triumph Trails is the official monthly publication of COVTR.  Copyright 1993-2017 COVTR. All 
rights reserved.  Articles for publication are due to the Editor by the 15th of each month.  We welcome all types of articles including technical, 
personal interest, and stories about your Triumph experience.  Opinions expressed are those of the Editor or Contributors.  Classified ads from 
members are welcome. Business card ads are $10.00 for twelve issues, payable to the Treasurer in advance.    COVTR, P.O. Box 12272, Oklahoma  
City, Oklahoma 73157-2272 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register (C.O.V.T.R.) was established in 1982 by Triumph owners and enthusiasts for the 
purpose of preserving the future of the Triumph Marque. Triumph ownership is encouraged but not a prerequisite for member-
ship.  The C.O.V.T.R. sponsors a monthly meeting, monthly SOB’s, car shows, road tours, technical inspections and lots of fun. 

Triumph Trails is the proud recipient of the National Newsletter Award from Vintage Triumph Register of America award-
ed at the 2012 National Convention. 

SECRETARY 

Mike Billotte 

(405) 789-1725 

covtrsec@gmail.com 

HISTORIAN 

WEBMASTER     triumphsokc.org 

Michael Hathaway 

webmaster@triumphsokc.org 

ACTIVITIES  

Brian Plotkin  

bplotkin@gmail.com  (316) 305-8011 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Max Speegle   (405) 630-9483 

mspeegle@sbcglobal.net 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

David Hogan  

(405) 227-8467 

David.I.Hogan1@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT 

Katie Plotkin  

(316) 250-7796 

covtrpres@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Andrew Holiday 

(585) 739-6021 

covtrvp@gmail.com 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

John Gauldin  (405) 250-0903 

trdr@cox.net 

TREASURER 

Michael Hathaway 

(405) 812-3473 

Covtrtreas@gmail.com 
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COVTR Membership Meeting Minutes February 7, 2017 

 Officer's Present:  Katie Plotkin - President; Drew Holiday - Vice President; Michael Hathaway – Treasurer.  
Location:  Madison's Country Kitchen, Del City, OK.  Members Present: 24.  President Katie Plotkin opened the 
meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Dave Hogan. 
 
Presentation of Guests   
 No guests were present. 
 
Membership Report 
 Dave Hogan reported new members have joined COVTR this month.    Mike and Vicki Sabelhaus from 
Murphy, TX (also members of the Red River Triumph Club). Vehicles owned:  1962 TR3B; 1975 TR6; 1937 Gloria 
Southern Cross; 1967 TR4; and a1968 TR 250.    Norman Seide from Oklahoma City, OK. Vehicles owned:  1962 
TR4, 1977 TR7 
 
Minutes 
 Minutes from the previous meeting were motioned for acceptance by Drew Holiday, seconded by Dave Ho-
gan. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Michael Hathaway provided the following financial report. 

 
 Previous Balance:                                                 $ 9,416.02 
 Income    
 Membership Dues collected                                $  344.56 
 Bitch & Brag                                                        $      3.00 
  Total Income:                                             $  347.56   
 
  Expenses      
  Annual Post Office Box fee                                  $   70.00 
  Donation – American Cancer Society                  $  500.00 
   Total Expenses                                                      $ 570.00 
   Ending Balance:                                                   $ 9,193.58 

 
Michael announced that the charge for PayPal payments for COVTR dues has increased a small amount for those 
that pay using that service.  Katie also provided a reminder that dues are due in January of each year.  A motion to 
accept the Treasurer's Report was made by Brian Plotkin, seconded by Drew Holiday.  Motion passed. 
 
Leake Auction Report 
 Dave Hogan provided a report on the upcoming Leake Auction scheduled for February 24, 25 & 26.  
COVTR works this auction annually as our only club fund raiser.  This year the auction will be conducted in the new 
Bennett Event Center which has the capability of accommodating a total of 494 vehicles versus the vehicles being 
staged in numerous other buildings on the OKC Fairgrounds.  The Centennial Building will be used to receive and 
check-in all auction vehicles.  Leake has requested that we provide auction support as follows 
2/23 – 8 members, 2/24 – 10 members, 2/25 – 10 members, 2/26 – 8 members.  Dave solicited any additional vol-
unteers that might want to assist by working at this fund raiser.  All volunteers are to report to the Centennial Build-
ing at 9 AM at the start of each day for vest distribution and assignment.  At present, it appears that we have an ad-
equate number of volunteers to meet Leake's request from our Club. 

 
Activities Report 
Brian Plotkin provided an update on upcoming activities: 
 February 2  - “Drive Your Triumph Day”.  Michael Hathaway has a planned outing  to Cattleman's Steak-
house for lunch followed by a group photo at the new Wheeler Ferris Wheel.  Meeting location is Lowe's at I-44 and 
May at 12:30 PM. 
 February 11 – Frostbite Run to be led by Lonny & Kay Wall to Perry, OK with breakfast planned at the 
“Come Back Cafe”, tour of a local sculptor's studio, followed by a traveling exhibit  “The Way We Were” from the 
Smithsonian Institute.  Meeting location  is the Oklahoma Travel Plaza at I-35 and 122

nd
 Street at 8 AM, departure 

at 8:30 AM. 
 February 18 – British Breakfast Club extended an invitation to COVTR members to tour a factory that man-
ufactures DIO CARS USA.  BBC meets at Camps 1910 at 8:30 AM for breakfast with tour departure at 10 AM. 
 February 23-26 – Leake Auction at OKC Fairgrounds. 
 March 4 – Eischen's Chicken Run to    
 
Old Business 
 No old business was discussed. 
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Technical Presentation 
 Lonny Wall provided an outstanding presentation on “Choosing an Engine Oil for your Triumph”.  He provided 
samples of several different types of oils and described the intended purpose and use of each type.  He also elaborat-
ed on the terms in use in the past for engine oil and how those terms have changed in our current automotive environ-
ment.  He discussed the value of Zinc as an oil additive and how most modern oils do not contain enough zinc for our 
older Triumph engines.  Lonny pointed out damage to engines that can occur with the use of improper or inadequate 
oils.  He also described the use of diesel oil and racing oil and the advantages that they can provide. 
 He provided three handouts to all those in attendance : 
 “Tech 101:  Zinc in oil and its effects on older engines” 
 “ZDDP Oil Additive” 
 “What oil brands and grades offer the best protection” 
 
New Business 
 Our club is in need of a new volunteer to serve as Webmaster to replace Michael Hathaway who is serving at 
Treasurer.  Katie indicated that it requires about 1.5 hours of work each month, 2  hours at the end of the year.  Inter-
ested parties should contact Katie 
 Katie asked for additional Tech Topic presentations by COVTR club members. 
 Katie discussed requests from non-members for access to our COVTR website for read only – no posting.  

Club members agreed that this is a good idea to encourage new membership for interested parties. 
 
Bitch & Brag 
 Howard Holdsclaw bragged on his new Triumph (Stag  # 2) which he procured recently.  His other Stag is not 
quite ready for full operation. 
 Jerry Stewart bragged about he and Sue recently celebrating their 40

th
 wedding anniversary. 

 Tim Lloyd bitched about the wiring harness that burned up in “Dave” his white GT6.  A new wiring harness is 
being procured. 
 Brian Plotkin bragged on the engine and transmission preparations being almost complete for “Princess”.  Ex-
pert assistance has been provided by Lonny Wall , Mike Piggott and Drew Holiday during these efforts. 
 

Door Prize Drawing 
 June Harper – Mini flashlight 
 Howard Holdsclaw – Small screwdriver set 
 Dave Hogan - Mini-scraper 
 Linda Speegle – Craftsman bottle opener 
 Michael Hathaway – Car washing sponge 
 Rick Drapeau – Magazine and Calendar 
 Drew Holiday – Hand-held bench brush 
 Jerry Stewart – Sun glasses 
 Marlene Wall – Small screwdriver set 
 Max Speegle – Magnetic parts tray 
 John Harper – Miciofiber towel 
 Bob Wall – Mini flashlight 

 
Adjournment 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Drew Holiday, seconded by Judy Piggott.  The meeting ended at 7:19 PM. 

         Respectfully Submitted, 

         Mike Billotte, Secretary 

 (With able assistance from 
 David Hogan ) 
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 Thank you to everyone who volunteered for the Leake 

Auction.   

 I don’t know about anyone else, but I had a great time on 

the February breakfast run.  I had not been to anywhere in Perry 

other than stopping for ice cream on my way North from Okla-

homa City.  Please thank Kay and Lonnie for leading a fantastic run including an art stu-

dio and a traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian.  

 Now that March is here, it is time to get ready to enjoy our little British cars and 

drive them in the spring air.  I am excited that my car will soon be back on the road after 

a winter getting some needed work done.  It is not done yet, but it is well on its way.  

This is where I thank all of the many folks who have helped to get it running.  I learned 

more this winter than planned.  I now get to learn the ducting system and wiring on her.  

I hope that your cars are ready for the March run to Bartlesville. 

 Our annual Eischen’s Chicken run is this month.  Please join us for fried chicken 

and beer after a fun run out Route 66. 

 Our February tech session went well with Lonnie giving a good presentation on 

choosing a good oil for our aged engines.  In March Mike Piggott will give a tech session 

on hardware and what is period correct to use on our cars.  I am still looking for volun-

teers for future meetings.   

We still need a Webmaster and a Face-

book administrator.  Please call if you 

are interested. 

 Happy Trails, 

 Katie Plotkin 

President’s Page. . . 
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What:  Eischen’s Chicken Run to Okarche, Oklahoma. 

When: March 4, 2017 meet at 1 p.m. Departure 1:30 p.m. 

Where: Meet in the parking lot just West of McDonald’s located 

  at the intersection of Northwest Expressway and Council 

  Road.  McDonald’s is on the NW corner. 

Arrival: We should arrive at Eischen’s Bar around 2 p.m. 

This is an annual favorite.  It is just a short drive which lets us work the early season bugs out 

of our Triumphs.  Eischen’s is an Oklahoma tradition and the oldest bar in Oklahoma serving 

some of the best fried chicken found anywhere.  The also serve:  Roast Beef Sandwich, Bar-B

-Q Beef sandwich, Homemade chili, Frito Pie, Cheese Nachos, Chili Cheese Nachos, and Fried 

Okra.  Eischen’s accepts only cash or personal check—no credit/debit cards.  (ATM available). 

Questions:  David.I.Hogan@gmail.com  405-227-8467 

What:  Woolaroc Museum (Bartlesville, OK) 

When: March 18, 2017—Wheels Up at 8 a.m. 

Where: Departing from Pop’s on Route 66 in Arcadia, OK 

The Woolaroc Museum presents one of the world’s most unique collec-

tions of Western Art and artifacts, Native American pottery, baskets, 

beads, blankets and cultural art; historical displays; and one of the most complete collec-

tions of Colt firearms.  It is a 2.5 hour drive from Arcadia to Bartlesville.  Therefore, there will 

be an early departure time.  We will be leaving Pop’s at 8 a.m.  The lunch stop is TBD, but it 

will be in Bartlesville.  We will return to Pop’s in the afternoon.  Katie has volunteered to lead 

the run.  

From the Activities 

Chairman 

Brian Plotkin 

Events for March. .finally!!  

Spring is getting here and it is time to get our little 

cars sout on the road.  So here are the activities for 

March: 
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What:  British Car Breakfast Club Spring Tour 

When: March 31st and April 1st 

Where: Medicine Park, OK 

The British Car Breakfast Club has invited us along on their Spring Tour.  There are staying at 

the Plantation Inn in Medicine Park (near Lawton)  the night of March 31st.   Contact Mi-

chael Hathaway for details. 

Also:  March 31 through April 2 there are the Vintage Car races at Hallett Speedway.  

While our club is not planning on outing to Hallett this year I recommend it for anyone in-

terested in these races.  There are great to watch.  There is a ticket fee (I believe it is $10 for 

a day).  If you need any more information on this contact Brian Plotkin or take a look at this 

website:  http://www.hallettracing.net/events/m.clalendar/31/view/631.   

One last piece of information.  The South Central VTR Regionals at New Braunfels, TX, is 

coming up in late April.  Registration is $10 cheaper prior to March 27, so save some money 

and register now.  Go to http://www.sotxtriumphassn.org/ to download the registration 

form.  Also, make sure to get your hotel reservation before the rooms are all booked.   
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Frostbite Rallye 

February 11, 2017 

Perry, Oklahoma 

The annual Frostbite Rallye was anything but 

frosty this year, as the day dawned beautifully 

for a drive to Perry, Oklahoma (some with top 

down).  Arriving at the famed Perry “Kum Back 

Café”, a hungry group of COVTR members had 

a hearty breakfast and a historical lecture on 

the oldest continuously run restaurant in Okla-

homa.  At left we see Katie and Brian Plotkin, 

Anet Hathaway, Jerry and Sue Stewart, Jackie 

Wall and her grandson, and John Gauldin ready 

for the breakfast.   

Photo at right shows Dave and Mary Jo 

Hogan, Joyce and Frank Steindl, Kay Wall 

and Linda Speegle at the Kum Back Café in 

Perry.   

Thanks to Lonny and Kay Wall for 

making the arrangements and leading 

the Frostbite Run to Perry.   
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The high school in Perry, Oklahoma, is fa-

mous for producing State Wrestling Cham-

pions.  A Perry Wrestling Monument Park 

has been created to honor all the many 

individual State Champions and State 

Champion teams over the decades.  The 

park also recognizes the NCAA wrestling 

champions from Perry, and there are even 

two Olympic Champions honored with life 

size bronze statues, including Danny 

Hodge and Jack VanBibber.  It was a very 

impressive monument for a small town to 

build.   

The day was a balmy in the 80s degree range 

and the rare February outdoor day was well 

enjoyed by the group in Perry.  After enjoying 

a view of the bronze monument honoring the 

Pioneers that made the land run to the Cher-

okee Strip in 1893 on the Noble County 

Courthouse Square, the COVTR group head-

ed over to the sculpture studio of Jim Frank-

lin, famous Perry sculptor.  Mr. Franklin is 

shown at lower left photo explaining some of 

his techniques to the COVTR group, including 

Lonny Wall, Joyce Steindl and Linda Speegle.  

The lower right photo is a model he was 

commissioned to build of the “West Edmond 

Field” bronze monument that is found in 

Mitch Park in Edmond to honor the oil field 

workers that worked the famous West Ed-

mond Oil Field from 1926 that is still produc-

ing strong to this day! 
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Leake Auction 

February 23-26 

Oklahoma State 

Fairgrounds 
 

Dave Hogan organized the 

COVTR workforce to work the 

Leake Auction again this year.  

There was a good turnout of 

members to help contribute to 

the Club Treasury with their long 

hours of assisting with the Auc-

tion.  Above photo shows Dave 

Hogan ready to drive a Mustang 

up the ramp to the turntable for 

the auctioneer to work the bid-

ders.  COVTR members did lots 

of driving and parking of the sale 

which featured over 500 cars at 

the brand new fabulous Bennett 

Exhibition building at the State 

Fair. 

Jim Thompson and Howard Hold-

sclaw spent several days helping the 

cars get to the correct parking spot 

in preparation for the sale.  Parking 

over 500 cars in the correct spot 

was a chore.  Thanks to all the 

COVTR members who donated their 

time as they worked the auction 

and the payment for their labor 

bolstered the COVTR Treasury.  

Helping out was John Gauldin, Mike 

Piggott, Lonny Wall, Dave Hogan, 

Jerry Stewart, Jim Thompson, Max 

Speegle, Rick Drapeau, Howard 

Holdsclaw, _________________ 



 11 

Hi Max, 

We wish all the COVTR club members good health and a prosperous New Year. Anne and I thought we would send you some 

news from the COVTR club members living in Montana. 

I hear that your Frostbite Rallye was not quite frostbitten.  If you wanted cold below zero weather you should have had the 

Rallye in Montana.  I would have joined you up here but my TR3 blew a head gasket.  It seems that an antifreeze mix doesn’t 

work well at 38 below zero.  (I guess that’s a bitch and I owe you a dollar) 

I wanted to send my congratulations to the new club Officers.  I’m sure they will do an excellent job throughout the year.  I also 

appreciate your composition of the newsletter and sending it to Anne and me.  We also appreciate the fall dinner we had at 

Lonny’s house with all the club members.  

Anne and I joined a car club in Montana (we still wish to be COVTR members).  Montana has a State wide car club called the 

Montana Pioneer and Classic Auto Club with chapters for specific regions in the US and Canada.  The chapter we joined is the 

Hellgate car club.  The club has a few foreign cars but it is mostly American made cars and hot rods. It’s funny but the car shows 

up here don’t even have a foreign car category.  The closest Triumph club is somewhere in Idaho. As you can guess there is very 

little activity in the winter months.  

At one of the State club meetings they convinced me to help with the State website since I was the only one in the club with 

computer experience.  The following is the old web site and new test site I am working on: 

Old site:  http://montanapioneerandclassicautoclub.org/ 
New test site:  http://montanapioneerandclassicautoclub.org/clubsamplesite/ 
You might notice that I have my 1972 MGB for sale that I purchased up here.  It has overdrive and rare chrome bumpers.  I 

want to sell it to purchase another British car that I will tell you about if I can get it. I still have my 1959 TR3, now with a new 

head gasket.  John and Lonny have been very helpful in giving advice on my British cars.   

We still have snow on the ground.  Our uphill driveway is covered in snow and ice.  I drove my TR3 down the driveway once, 

but it took me 10 times with lots of salt and kitty litter to get it back up the 

driveway.  I am waiting for the spring thaw before I try it again.   

Please say Hi to everyone for Anne and me and give them our “best”.   

Greg and Anne Wood  406-493-6119  

gw4300@gmail.com 
 

COVTR Greetings from Greg and Anne Wood in Montana 

http://montanapioneerandclassicautoclub.org/
http://montanapioneerandclassicautoclub.org/clubsamplesite/
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Happy New Year Friends . .  

The South Texas Triumph Association is pleased to extend this advance invitation to all of you for the 2017 

South Central VTR Regionals to be held April 27 through April 30, 2017 in New Braunfels, Texas.   

Please see our website at www.sotxtriumphassn.org for registration and full details of the Regionals, a 

schedule of events, registration form, and information for local hospitality.  A brief preview of the activities 

and costs is outlined below: 

Host Hotel—Holiday Inn Express & Suites New Braunfels.  830-626-1234.  A limited number of rooms are 

reserved for our group @ $99.00 per room per night + tax.  Each hotel room night includes breakfast for 

each person.  Our rooms are blocked under Vintage Triumph Register.  Alternatively, rooms are available at 

the Fairfield Innj 830-626-4704 across the parking lot @ $129.00 per room per night + tax. 

Registration Base Fee—$75 per car, additional cars—$15 each.  Saturday night awards dinner—$55 each, 

cash bar available.   

Registration:  begins Thursday April 27, 2017 through Saturday morning April 29, 2017. 

Self Guided Hill Country Drives of New Braunfels 

and surrounding Hill Country. 

Funkhana—Saturday afternoon.  Autocross—Saturday morning. 

Concours—Car show Friday afternoon. 

As your club begins planning for 2017, we hope you will schedule the South Central VTR Regionals on your 

Club Calendar and will begin making preparations to attend. 

The Coordinators for this event are Joe Kboudi and Kent Kinnard.  Joe may be reached at 210-884-3036 or 

jmkoudi@aol.com. 

We are looking forward to an amazing gathering of all our Triumph friends and guests in April 2017 and 

hope to see you there! 

Best Regards, 

Joe Kboudi and Kent Kinnard 

 

 

VTR South Central Regionals 

April 27-30, 2017 

New Braunfels, Texas 

Hosted by South Texas Triumphs 
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COVTR now on Facebook 

How do I join the COVTR Group? 

To join a group, go to COVTR Group and click Join 

Group in the top right corner.  This will send a request 

to join to Katie Plotkin and Brian Plotkin.  Katie or Bri-

an will accept the request to join the group. 

Keep in mind when you join the COVTR Group: 

 People may see when you join a public or closed group or that you’re a 

member of that group, like in News Feed or search. 

 When someone adds you to a public or closed group, other may see that 

you have been invited (ex:  News Feed or search).  Once you visit a group 

you are invited to, you will become a member and other people may see 

you joined. 

COVTR Rules: 

 This is a group for COVTR activities and fun things that our members do with 

our cars, pictures of cars, fun Triumph postings,  technical articles, events, 

etc. 

 Please post other items on your personal pages and invite folks to be friend 

on Facebook.   

        Katie Plotkin 
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2017 COVTR  Planned Activities  
Date  Activity Persons in Charge 

Feb. 11 Frostbite/Drive your Triumph Day Lonny and Kay Wall  

Feb. 23-26 Leake Auction OKC Dave Hogan 

March 4 Eischen’s Chicken Run Jerry and Sue Stewart 

March 18 Woolaroc/Pawhuska Run Katie Plotkin 

March 31-April 2 British Car Breakfast Club Spring Tour—Medicine Park Michael Hathaway 

March 31-April 2 Corinthian Vintage Racing—Hallet   

April 22 Garage and Craft Day Lonny and Kay Wall 

April 26-30 VTR South Central Regionals, New Braunfels, TX  Katie Plotkin 

May 7 All British and European Car Day—White Rock Lake, TX  

May 13 Breakfast Run #1 Dave and Mary Jo Hogan 

May 20 Stafford Air & Space Museum—Weatherford, OK Jerry and Sue Stewart 

June 10 Breakfast Run #2 Brian Plotkin 

June 21-24 TRA Nationals, Columbus, Indiana Mike Piggott 

June 24 Shawnee Knights Car Show Mike and Judy Piggott 

July 8 Summer Pool Party Max and Linda Speegle 

July 22 Prince of Darkness Evening Dinner Run Katie Plotkin 

August 12 Breakfast Run #3 Mike Piggott 

August 15-10 VTR Nationals—New Jersey Drew Holliday 

August 19 Drive In Movie Night John and Jean Scott Gauldin 

September 15-17 Brits in the Ozarks, Fayetteville, AR Katie Plotkin 

September 19 Triumphest, Flagstaff, AZ Mike Piggott 

Oct 6-8 Western Hills Tour, Wagoner, OK Mike Piggott 

Oct 14 Warwick Vintage Car and Motorcycle Show Brian Plotkin 

October 21-23 Red River Shootout hosted by COVTR Katie, Michael, Mary Jo, Linda  

Nov 5 Guy Fawkes Bonfire Night  John and Jean Gauldin 

Nov 12 Brunch Run Katie Plotkin 

Dec 9 Christmas Light Tour Jerry and Sue Stewart 

Dec 15? Christmas Party  Katie and Volunteers 
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COVTR 

PO BOX 12272 

OKLAHOMA CITY OK  73157-2272 


