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COVTR Newsletter - Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register      September 2018 

An official chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register Established in 1982       “Enjoy the Ride” 

T    R    A    I    L   S 

Upcoming COVTR Events 

Sept 4—Membership meeting at Chequers at 7 pm, Midwest City, OK. 

Time for dinner before the meeting starts.    

Sept 6-8—Brits in the Ozarks 

Sept 22—COVTR Progressive Dinner 

 

Photo courtesy Jean Scott Gauldin 
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2018 COVTR OFFICERS 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

Newsletter Editor:  mspeegle@sbcglobal.net.  Triumph Trails is the official monthly publication of COVTR. © Copyright 1993-2018 COVTR. All 
rights reserved.  Articles for publication are due to the Editor by the 15th of each month.  We welcome all types of articles including technical, 
personal interest, and stories about your Triumph experience.  Opinions expressed are those of the Editor or Contributors.  Classified ads from 
members are welcome. Business card ads are $10.00 for twelve issues, payable to the Treasurer in advance.    COVTR, P.O. Box 12272, Oklahoma  
City, Oklahoma 73157-2272 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register (C.O.V.T.R.) was established in 1982 by Triumph owners and enthusiasts for the 
purpose of preserving the future of the Triumph Marque. Triumph ownership is encouraged but not a prerequisite for member-
ship.  The C.O.V.T.R. sponsors a monthly meeting, monthly SOB’s, car shows, road tours, technical inspections and lots of fun. 

Triumph Trails is the proud recipient of the National Newsletter Award from Vintage Triumph Register of America award-
ed at the 2012 and 2017 National Convention. 

SECRETARY 

Mike Billotte 

(405) 789-1725 

covtrsec@gmail.com 

HISTORIAN 

WEBMASTER  

 triumphsokc.org 

Michael Hathaway 

webmaster@triumphsokc.org 

ACTIVITIES  

Mike Piggott 

mikeandjudypiggott@att.net 

 (918) 766-4488 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Max Speegle  

(405) 630-9483 

mspeegle@sbcglobal.net 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

David Hogan  

(405) 227-8467 

David.I.Hogan1@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT 

Andrew Holliday 

(585) 739-6021 

covtrpres@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Tim Lloyd 

(405) 423-8913 

covtrvp@gmail.com 

TREASURER 

Michael Hathaway 

(405) 812-3473 

covtrtreas@gmail.com 
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COVTR Membership Meeting 

Minutes of August 7, 2018 
 

Officers present: Drew Holiday-President; Michael Hathaway-Treasurer; Mike Billotte-Secretary.  Loca-
tion: Chequers, Midwest City, Okla.  Guests: None  Members Present: 26.  

President Drew Holiday opened the meeting at 7:00 with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Dave Hogan. 

Drew requested a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as written in the newsletter. A 
motion to accept was made by Katie Plotkin and seconded by Judy Piggott. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Michael Hathaway 

July 2018 COVTR Treasurer’s Report: 

Previous balance: $10,214.03 

Total income: $47.00  ($45.00 Membership dues, $2.00 B&B) 

Total Expenses: $0.00 

Current Balance: $10,261.03 

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as read was made by Lonny Wall and seconded by Bonnie Bil-
lotte.  Motion carried. 

Activities:  Mike Piggott 

Mike relayed how great the environment was in La Crosse, Wi. for the 2018 VTR National held in July. 
The weather was good and cool, the program was well done, and the COVTR was well represented and 
brought home it’s share of trophies.  Mike and Drew came in 2nd in the TSD rally by 2 seconds.  Comrade-
ship was close and a good time was had by all who attended. 

The Prince of Darkness meal and drive was led by Katie and Brian Plotkin on August 4th.  The weather 
cooled just enough to make the drive enjoyable and we finished it off with ice cream at Freddy’s.  

John Gauldin reported on our annual run to the Beacon Drive-in theatre in Guthrie taking place on Au-
gust 18th. We will have the front row, as usual. Hot dogs and nachos will be available for sale or you can 
bring your own snack. We will assemble at 7:15 at the Love’s at I-35& NW 122nd St.  Movies will begin 
about 8:40. RSVP to John if you plan to attend. 

Brits in the Ozarks is planned for Sept. 6-8 this year. Triumpest will be held this year in Sacramento, Ca-
lif. Starting on Sept. 27th.   

The COVTR has been invited by member Kip Miles to tour the Groendyke classic car collection in Enid on 
Oct. 13th.  Some of these classics have been displayed and won trophies at the Amelia Island meet. 
Groendyke has 2 buildings. One with pre-war cars and the other with 50’s-60’s models. Mike would like 
to make it an overnight trip by going up the night before, staying at a motel, and touring the collection 
the next morning. 

Under New Business, Katie Plotkin reported on the progressive dinner scheduled for Oct. 22nd. A sheet 
was passed to allow those who plan on attending to bring the food of their choice. Katie said that she 
would have more details at next month’s meeting. 

The 2019 VTR South Central Regional being held in Pottsboro, Tx. On April 24-27 is now open to accept 
registrations. Drew advised all that are planning to attend to make hotel reservations soon as it will fill 
quickly. 
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Drew said that his parents knows someone who can supply Triumph regalia. Anyone who is interested in 
acquiring a tee, sweatshirt, polo, or hat, let him know. The regalia will display the current COVTR logo. 

B&B 

Judy Piggott bragged on her daughter who saved a friend from getting his by a car as she crossed the street. 

Kay Wall thanked the Piggott’s for leading the caravan to the National meet in La Crosse, WI. 

Frank Steindl bragged on he and Joyce achieving their 57th wedding anniversary later in the month. Also 
traveling many, many enjoyable miles with their son. 

Katie Plotkin griped that Brian came second in his class at National by one point. 

Door Prizes 
Jerry Stewart – Bungies 
John Colson – Thermometer 
Linda Speegle – Flashlight 
Max Speegle – Hat 
Katie Plotkin – Hat 
Michael Hathaway – Screwdriver  

Kay Wall – Grab bag 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Judy Piggott and seconded by Linda Speegle. Motion carried 

and the meeting ended at 7:35. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

        Mike Billotte,  
        Secretary 
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Greetings to all:   

The club had a nice month of outings starting with 

our yearly lighting test.  Katie Plotkin led the 

group to dinner and ice cream which was enjoyed 

by all with headlights beaming.  Many members 

also braved stormy skies to enjoy a drive in movie 

led by the Gauldin’s. 

We have a full calendar of events coming in Sep-

tember with a few members leaving for Brits in 

the Ozarks at the end of this week.  Our major 

event will be a progressive dinner on the 22nd.  I 

look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting 

and hope everyone can come enjoy the fun of the 

progressive meals.   

On a more personal note, everyone has asked me 

for a few years now how my TR2 is coming and 

I’ve always replied that it is slow or not moving.  I 

am happy to say that I’ve located a new body 

shop and hope to show some real progress on the 

car in the near future.   

 Happy Motoring!  Drew  

President’s Page. . . 
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The Beacon and the Skyscraper 

It was a great night at the Beacon Drive-In, Guthrie, Oklahoma, on 

Saturday, August 18.  The movie was “Skyscraper” and it was a thriller.  

Dwain “The Rock” Johnson was full of excitement and great special 

effects as he tried to rescue. . .but I won’t spoil the story. 

But you all know the story.   You acquire a Triumph for a great price.  

It just needs a little help. The Thrill of restoration pumps the blood 

through your veins—you lay out your plan and analyze the scope of the 

project.  Then, just like “The Rock,” you enter the unknown.  And just 

like “The Rock” it’s not all what you expected (wish we could have the 

special effects.)  The costs multiply, the bad guys (Lucas, Prince of 

Darkness and it’s capos) show themselvesand what will happen?  Will 

“The Rock” rescue his family, will you figure out that wiring problem?  

Will the skyscraper burn down and everybody die, will the source of 

the oil leak reveal itself?  Will the bad guys capture “The Rock?”  Only 

you can know the rest of the story.   

All 4 cars on the front row enjoyed our time at the drive-in, the anni-

versary of Dennis Eckhout’s first COVTR event. 

 Article and photos by Jean Scott Gauldin 
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 Several die hard Triumph owners braved the threatening weather and ventured to the Beacon in Guthrie for our annual 

Drive In theatre outing led by John and Jeanne Gauldin.  The Billotte’s, Plotkin’s, Gauldin’s and Piggott’s enjoyed a very action 

packed moving starring Dwayne Johnson “the Rock”.  Quite exciting but little artistic content...so what, we all had fun.  As usual we 

had little time to visit among ourselves because of all the interest, questions and discussions posed by the audience.  Our cars 

make an impact wherever we take them.  That in itself is an extreme compliment to the club and its membership.  Judy and I bolt-

ed soon after the conclusion of the flick and headed home...beautiful drive but 150 miles in a race prepared early Spitfire is a bit 

much for these two oldies!  We avoided the rain for a while but near Route 66 on Route 177, the rain caught up.  Of course the top 

was in the boot so we charged on, the more it rained he faster we went and avoided any real serious exposure.  My forehead col-

lected most of the rain.  What a design!  The Billotte’s had a different experience.   

 Mike describes their adventure:  “Bonnie and I were driving down Memorial at Mercy Hospital (how ironic) when the rain 

began.  I pulled into a shopping center so Bonnie could zip up the rear window but the roll bar got in the way and I had to get out 

to finish the job.  By that time, I was soaked and the car was wet inside.  That is the reason I kept the top up.  If we had to put it up 

it would take us so long that we would probably have to bail water out of the car”.   

 Keep in mind that all this was occurring at Midnight on the rural roads of central Oklahoma.  Not a lot of help out in the 

wilderness between Guthrie and Shawnee.  But we prevailed and are looking forward to it again next year!  Thanks to John and 

Jeanne!  These cares allow us some interesting experiences. 

     Mike Piggott  
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COVTR now on Facebook 

How do I join the COVTR Group? 

To join a group, go to COVTR Group and click Join 

Group in the top right corner.  This will send a request 

to join to Katie Plotkin and Brian Plotkin.  Katie or Bri-

an will accept the request to join the group. 

Keep in mind when you join the COVTR Group: 

 People may see when you join a public or closed group or that you’re a 

member of that group, like in News Feed or search. 

 When someone adds you to a public or closed group, other may see that 

you have been invited (ex:  News Feed or search).  Once you visit a group 

you are invited to, you will become a member and other people may see 

you joined. 

COVTR Rules: 

 This is a group for COVTR activities and fun things that our members do with 

our cars, pictures of cars, fun Triumph postings,  technical articles, events, 

etc. 

 Please post other items on your personal pages and invite folks to be friend 

on Facebook.   

        Katie Plotkin 
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COVTR Activities Calendar 2018 

February 10  Drive Your Triumph Day/Frostbite Outing  Lonny and Kay  Wall 
February 23-24 Leake Auction      Dave Hogan 
March 10  Eischen’s Chicken Run     Dave and Mary Jo Hogan 
March 24  Breakfast Run      Jerry and Sue Stewart 
April 6-8  Breakfast Club Spring Tour    TBD 
April 14  Pre-regional Garage and Craft Day   Lonny and Kay Wall 
April 18-21  VTR Regional, Lake Conroe. TX   Drew Holliday 
May 5   Chickasaw Cultural Outing    Brian and Katie Plotkin 
May 6   All European Car Day, White Rock, TX  TBD 
May 17-21  Silver Summit, Colorado    Michael Hathaway 
May 19  Breakfast Run      Dave and Mary Jo Hogan 
June 9   Enid Classic Car Museum     Kip Miles 
June 23  Knights Car Show, Shawnee, OK   Mike and Judy Piggott 
July 14   Pool Party      Max and Linda Speegle 
July 17-21  VTR National Convention, Lacrosse, WI  Drew Holliday 
August 4  Prince of Darkness Evening Run   Brian and Katie Plotkin 
August 18  Drive-In Movie     John and Jean Gauldin 
September 7-8 Brits in the Ozarks     Michael Hathaway 
September 15  Winery Outing      Tim Lloyd 
September 22  Dinner Rally      Brian and Katie Plotkin 
September 27-30 6 Pack Trials, North Carolina?    TBD 
October 6  Outing with GCT     Mike Piggott 
October 19-20  Red River Shootout     Drew Holliday 
November 2-4  Eureka Springs Outing     John and Jean Gauldin 
November 17  Lunch Run      Brian and Katie Plotkin 
December 8  Winter Drive and Dine    Jerry and Sue Stewart 
TBD   Christmas Party     Bonnie Billotte 
 

 

 Mike Piggott, Activities Chairman 



 10 



 11 

 

COVTR 

PO BOX 12272 

OKLAHOMA CITY OK  73157-2272 


